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HON. LORNA PARNELL 
Judge, Los Angeles Superior Court 

(Retired) 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
1972 J.D., summa cum laude, Indiana University School of Law  
 Associate Editor, Indiana Law Review  
 Dean’s List 
 
1969 B.S., with distinction, Purdue University  
 Graduated upper 5% of the class 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
1979 – 1985 Partner and Associate, Rifkind & Sterling, Beverly Hills. Primary areas of practice: 

business litigation; with an emphasis in real estate, securities litigation, and 
contractual disputes. 

 
1974 – 1979 Private practice with emphasis on civil litigation.  
 
1974 Law Clerk to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
 
1972 – 1974 Law Clerk to the United States District Judge William M. Byrne and Francis C. 

Whelan of the Central District of California.  
 
JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
1986 – 2005 JUDGE OF THE LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT  
 
 • Presided over civil trials, pre-trial matters, law and motion, and settlement 

conferences for over thirteen years. 
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 • Presided over a civil individual direct calendar court in the Central District for over 

three years, and in the West District for the five years immediately prior to 
retirement. 

 
 • Served one year as the sole law and motion judge in the West District daily 

handling a large volume and variety of matters, including many complex discovery 
disputes. 

 
 • Tried numerous civil injury and non-jury cases including several lengthy business 

disputes, numerous complex real estate matters, a variety of medical, dental, and 
legal malpractice cases, and many interesting cases involving claims of identity 
theft, fraud, insurance bad faith, wrongful termination, employment discrimination, 
defamation, products liability, and personal injury.  

 
 
1985 – 1986 JUDGE OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL COURT  
 

• Assignments included handling civil law and motion and civil trials in the Central  
District. 

 
MEMBERSHIPS/AWARDS 
 
 •  Member, California Judges Association  
 
 •  Member, Irish-American Bar Association  
 
 •  Member, Association of Business Trial Lawyers (served on Board of Governors) 
 
 


