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AFFILIATION: ADR Services Inc.

BORN: Jan. 18, 1937

LAW SCHOOL: Boalt Hall School of Law, 1963

PREVIOUS JUDICIAL EXPERIENCE: First District Court of Appeal, 2000-2005; San
Francisco Superior Court, 1983-2000; San Francisco Municipal Court, 1981-1983

Art Shartsis already knew about neutral Laurence Kay's work in the California courts when
the two fell into conversation, not long ago, at a business trial lawyers' conference in
Hawaii. But he didn't know about Kay's passion for state-of-the-art digital photography.

"Somehow," Shartsis said, "we got to talking about photographing lava flows [and] what,
for everyone else, was a boring discussion of photographic techniques."

The encounter revealed to Shartsis that Kay, a former First District Court of Appeal
justice, is a multi-dimensional person who brings a wealth of life experience to his work at
ADR Services Inc. Shartsis said he picked Kay to mediate a case involving antiques-fraud
claims in part because he thought Kay's family had an antiques collection of its own.

"We did know he was a person of sophisticated tastes. We just thought we needed a
mediator who would comprehend at a lot of levels what was going on," said the Shartsis
Friese partner.

Kay's practice includes large construction disputes, as well as toxic contamination and
insurance coverage cases. About 25 percent of his practice is made up of probate, trust
and conservatorship disputes, drawing on his experience as a San Francisco Superior
Court probate judge in the late 1990s. Kay also consults with lawyers who are preparing
for arguments in the California court of appeal.
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